Ukraine and the End of lllusions: Thoughts Inspired By The Views
Of Christopher Hitchens
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Christopher Hitchens spent his life exposing tyranny and the intellectual evasions that allow it to
thrive. His gift—part moral X-ray, part rhetorical blowtorch—was to strip away illusions and
force his readers to look unblinkingly at what power does to the powerless.

In a recent Al-generated imagined interview, an animated likeness of Hitchens was asked what

he would say about Russia’s war against Ukraine. The result was startlingly on point: an
argument as clear, unsentimental, and morally anchored as anything he might have written.
Whatever the medium, the thinking stands. And it offers a guide for how we should understand
the defining struggle now unfolding in Europe. Here is an article based on his thinking:

A Fascist War Made Plain

Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine exposes Russia for what it is: a fascist state waging a war of

eradication. For years, Western “sophisticates” urged us to consider Russia’s “security
concerns,” as if Ukraine’s independence were a geopolitical misstep rather than a basic right.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dnwgiiy3yJ0

This intellectual fog—built from euphemism and self-importance—was the invasion’s true
starting point.

Once Russian tanks rolled, all pretense fell away. Moscow’s aim is openly genocidal: the
destruction of Ukrainian identity through mass murder, cultural erasure, and forced “re-
education.” Russian state media says so nightly. They do not whisper their intentions. They
broadcast them.

The Enablers in the West

Even after Bucha and Mariupol, some Western commentators still search for excuses that
absolve the aggressor. They spot imperialism in every American action yet manage not to see it
when Russia flattens cities.

The self-styled “realists” have been particularly dismal. With straight faces, they propose
Ukrainian neutrality, disarmament, and territorial surrender. They call this peace. It is simply
capitulation.

And when Henry Kissinger emerged at Davos to suggest sacrificing Ukrainian territory for
“stability,” he merely confirmed what Hitchens long ago diagnosed: realpolitik often means
someone else pays the bill.

A West Afraid of Its Own Shadow

The early Western response was a study in self-deterrence. Weapons might “provoke.” Air
defense might “escalate.” Sanctions might “inconvenience.” Only months later, after countless
preventable Ukrainian deaths, did the same governments declare these measures essential.

Germany’s initial offering of helmets to a nation facing annihilation became a symbol of
European timidity—an almost parodic gesture from a country that had spent decades
bankrolling Russian gas and, inadvertently, the very war machine laying Ukraine to waste.

The Moral Collapse of Left and Right

On one flank, a faction of the American left—reflexive anti-imperialists—managed to align
perfectly with the MAGA right. One blamed NATO. The other praised Russia’s “traditional
values.” Both ended up excusing a fascist invasion.



The left sees American wrongdoing everywhere except where actual genocide is underway. The
right admires a strongman who bans dissent, persecutes minorities, and poisons opponents.
This alliance of naiveté and nihilism should be remembered as a moment of profound moral
failure.

Ukraine’s Answer: Defiance

Then came the Ukrainians, who were not aware they were supposed to fold in three days. Their
president refused evacuation. Ordinary citizens turned farmers’ tractors, Molotov cocktails, and
raw courage into instruments of resistance.

Their defiance exposed every lazy assumption about their supposed weakness. They
demonstrated what Western commentators had forgotten: freedom still has defenders, and
some people would rather fight than kneel.

Why Russia Really Invaded

Russia did not invade because of NATO expansion; NATO had sidelined Ukraine for years. It did
not invade to protect Russian speakers; it destroyed their cities first. It invaded because Putin
cannot tolerate a free, democratic Ukraine offering Russians a glimpse of a different future.

Every bomb dropped on Ukraine is aimed at the post-1945 world order—the idea that borders
are not to be changed by force and that genocide is not negotiable.

Our Shame

Ukraine’s resistance has illuminated not only its own courage but our own complacency.
Comfortable societies weighing genocide against gas prices. Governments preaching values until
those values carry a cost.

Putin was wrong about Ukrainians. He may yet be right about us.

The Choice That Defines This Era

The war will end in one of two ways:

o Ukraine remains free, vindicating the principles we claim to uphold;
or



e Ukraine is crushed, proving those principles empty.

There is no middle position between survival and extinction. No “balanced” stance between
democracy and fascism. Those who propose a negotiated surrender are proposing death—real
death—for millions whose only offense is wanting to be free.

You either stand with Ukraine, or with the forces that seek its destruction. Ukraine has made its
choice with blood and bravery. History is waiting to record ours.



